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Many women experience painful periods. In some of the cases, this can
be caused by endometriosis, which is a condition in which small pieces
of the womb lining grow outside the womb. Scar tissue called adhesions
may form, resulting in painful periods and pelvic pain. This may reduce the

chance of becoming pregnant and affect the bowel and bladder function.

The diagnosis of endometriosis is made by diagnostic laparoscopy which
examines the pelvic organs by using a laparoscope. The treatments

aim to remove the endometriosis and the scarred tissue. Analgesics

can help to relieve the pain and hormonal treatment (oral contraceptive
pills, Danazol, GnRH analogue) can help to shrink the endometriosis.
Laparoscopic'surgery also helps to remove endometriosis and may help

some patients who have fertility problem.
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